
The 9th Annual John Patrick Diggins Memorial Lecture 

Fugitive Slaves 
and the Struggle for America's Soul  

Andrew Delbanco is the Alexander Hamilton Pro-

fessor of American studies at Columbia University. He 

is also President of the Teagle Foundation, an elected 

member of the American Philosophical Society, a trus-

tee of the Library of America, and trustee emeritus of 

the National Humanities Center. He is the author 

of The War Before the War: Fugitive Slaves and the 

Struggle for America's Soul from the Revolution to the 

Civil War (2018), College: What it Was, Is, and Should 

Be (2012), Melville: His World and Work (2005), The 

Death of Satan (1995), Required Reading: Why Our 

American Classics Matter Now (1997), The Real 

American Dream (1999), and The Puritan Ordeal 

(1989), among other books. Prof. Delbanco's essays 

appear regularly in The New York Review of Books and 

other journals, on topics ranging from American        

literary and religious history to contemporary issues in 

higher education.  

February 19 
5:00-7:00pm 

The Skylight Room 

The Graduate Center 
365 Fifth Avenue 

The Ph.D. Program in History Presents 
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