
What variants of non-individualist and collectivist 
experimentation have been proposed in the past? 
What alternative forms of subjectivity, affect, and 
aesthetics did they produce?  How have they con-
ceived in new ways the human-nature relation-
ship? Given that twentieth-century state socialism 
revealed a potential for coercion and violence, 
what alternative conceptions of state sovereignty 
or of the law have been proposed? How have dif-
ferent cultural traditions led to different concep-
tualizations of collective social organization?

We invite proposals of historical projects that 
engage these and other questions pertaining to 
ideas and practices of collectives, commons, so-
cialisms in all time periods and all parts of the 
world. We expect to offer two or three residential 
fellowships in 2019-2020.  

Recent years have witnessed a global rise in new 
forms of socialism, new socialist ideas, and new 
types of collectives. As seemingly common re-
sources like air and water, public spaces, even 
ideas, have become privatized, theorists and ac-
tivists have sought to reclaim the “commons” and 
to rethink life in common. Rising social inequality 
makes the project especially urgent. In response, 
social activists have been experimenting with lo-
cal and global forms of collective organization, 
while scholars have been investigating the many 
varied histories of collectivity. 

The Institute for Historical Studies welcomes ap-
plications from scholars who are re-examining his-
torical collectives, commons, non-capitalist forms 
of production, and socialisms in all their variety.
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Information: cla.utexas.edu/historicalstudies 
Application deadline: January 15, 2019
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