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“Graduate Student Voices” 

Call for Papers 

 

Sponsored by the Boston College Graduate History Alliance 

Saturday, April 30th 2022 

The history graduate students at Boston College are pleased to announce the first annual graduate 

student conference, Graduate Student Voices. Sponsored by the Graduate History Alliance 

(GHA) at Boston College, this conference seeks to provide a space for graduate students from all 

backgrounds to share their unique research interests within the discipline of history. Rather than 

privilege a particular area or subdiscipline of history, this conference will place emphasis on 

graduate students who make compelling claims about their research. This conference will serve 

as a platform for graduate students to showcase traditional and non-traditional research topics 

within a collegial environment such that students are able to highlight why they think their 

research matters through meaningful and inclusive discussions. In this spirit, we hope to 

encourage an open dialogue in which the sharing of ideas is unimpeded by ideological, 

theoretical, or historiographical borders. Our goal is to put broad themes in conversation with 

each other so as to render the heritage and practice of the discipline of history more open and less 

closed, especially for graduate students who will compose the next generation of its scholars. 

In line with this year’s theme, Graduate Student Voices, we encourage papers that challenge 

normative histories and illuminate newer critical approaches.  We are eager to receive paper 

topics that disrupt static historiographies, thus emphasizing the newness or uniqueness of today’s 

generation of graduate students. The conference will be divided among four chronological eras: 

Antiquity/ Middle Ages, Early Modern, Modern, and Contemporary. These time periods are not 

meant to be limiting, but rather to serve as organizing frameworks by which graduate students 

can situate their work in relation to other projects.  

The GHA welcomes submissions for conference presentations on themes including, but not 

limited to, the following: 

• Gender and Sexuality 

• Race and Identity 

• Labor and Markets 

• States and Nations 

• History of Ideas and Ideologies 

• Climate Change and Environment 

• Imperialism and Colonialism 
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• Organized Religion and Institutions 

• Migrations and Diasporas 

• Health and Disability  

 

Deadline: Please submit proposals of no more than 250 words to bcghaconference@gmail.com 

by February 25th.  

The GHA plans to host this conference in person but is making arrangements to hold it virtually 

as conditions dictate. The GHA will finalize the conference format and notify presenters well in 

advance of April 30th, 2022.  
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